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our colonies, said: "Plenty of good land and liberty
to manage their own affairs in their own way seem to
be the two great causes of the prosperity of all new
colonies/'* The American colonies had the land but
not the liberty. If they wanted to do anything which
they thought expedient for their own interest they had
to send to England for permission. Even if the reply
was reasonably prompt, this cost a year; but inasmuch
as applications were bandied about, neglected, and
forgotten, in spite of the zeal of agents, there were fetters
laid upon colonial development. As soon, therefore, as
the colonists were able to be independent and dared be
independent, it was necessary that they should be so.
That is the cause and the justification of the Revolu-
tion. The rest is all the wrangling about rights, dogmas,
laws, and precedents which accompanies every revolu-
tion. I see no use at all in the study of history unless
the historian is absolutely faithful to the truth of the
matter; but when, in a moment, my reason for intro-
ducing these remarks here appears, the case will then
serve to prove, I think, how much more the truth is
worth than anything else is worth in history.
All the laxness of the social organization, all the mis-
chief of what has been called church-steeple patriotism,
and all the weakness of anarchistic liberty appeared
most distinctly in the Revolutionary War, In Con-
gress, in the army administration, in the finances, in
the medical department, the faults of lack of organiza-
tion were conspicuous and their consequences were
humiliating. The effects of lack of organization may
be summed up in a word: such a lack makes it impossi-
ble to bring the power and resources of the community
to bear on the task in hand. That is what was proved
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